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Note: The portionsof thisarticlethat are enclosed in double quotationsare from the Great Dane standard,
effectiveApril 28, 1999, availableon AKC'sweb site. Thechangesvoted onin 2010 were not concerned
with balance or proportion.

Whenfirst studying abreed, onetypically learnspartsfirst: agood head, correct colors, good front, rear,
andtail. Aslearning continues, one progressesto seeingthewholedog. ‘Wholedog' doesn’'t mean that
breed typeislessimportant. 1t meansthat breed typeisdefined by the entire dog, not just sel ected pieces.

The balanced whole dog doesn’'t just have good parts. Those partsarein correct proportion to each other.
Our standard describesaGreat Daneas” ...itsgeneral conformation must be sowell balanced...” and“Itis
alwaysaunit-theApollo of dogs.”

Thedictionary definesbalance as* beingin harmoniousor proper proportion.”  When eval uating dogs,
judges seethewhole dog first and determine which dogs havethe correct balancefor the breed beforethey
seeany details. If overall shapeand balance arewrong on an entry, that dog will probably not get further
congderation.

Proportion isdefined asthe rel ation between things (or partsof things) with respect to their comparative
quantity, magnitude, or degree, astherelationship of one part to another. Itisal so therelationship of
different componentswithin apart.

Evaluatethisdog. Whereishegood? What would you change? How ishisbalance?

Hiscomponent partsare decent, actually.
But they don’t fit together.

Thisphoto exaggeratesthe‘ out of balance
state.” | assembled thisdog from photos of
several dogs. Helookslike hewasput
together by acommittee.

Unfortunately, too many dogsinthering
today ook likethey were put together by
committee.




Next look at thisdog. Canyou seethedifferencein balanceand proportion? Heisa'onepiece’ dog, with
balanceand unity.

Balance

It takes more than looking at apictureto understand balance, however. There are precise proportionsto

look for. Someof thesewill comedirectly from the Great Dane standard. Somewill bederived fromthe
standard. Somewill comefrom my over thirty yearsof learning about dogs. You arewel cometo disagree
with meonthelast category, but it can start adiscussion.

Thefirst sentence of the Great Dane standard says* The Great Dane combinesin itsregal appearance,
dignity, strength and elegancewith great sizeand apowerful , well-formed, smoothly muscled body.”
Srength, power, and muscled arewordsthat call for astrong substantial dog. Initial balancefor aGreat
Daneisequa amountsof great sizeand great elegance and great substance. The equal combination of
thesethreeare part of what differentiatesa Great Danefrom other breeds

Great Danesizeisthe height of thedog. The standard specifiesminimum heightsof 30" for dogsand 28°
for bitches (and preferably more). Theminimumsapply to six month old puppieswhenthey walk inthe
ring. Theillustrated standard saysthat the average height for adultsisprobably 34” for dogsand 32" for
bitches. It so saysthat al elsebeing equal, thelarger Daneispreferred. Great Sizeisavirtue, though
certainly not theonly virtue. If itisagood Great Dane, with breed type, balance, and soundness, it cannot
betootal.

Many characteristics provide elegancein our dogs. Length - of head, neck, legs- isimportant to elegance.
Anglesand curvesand the* smoothly muscled body” a so contribute, asdoesa* well-defined tuck-up.”
Many definitionsof e eganceinclude gracefulnesswhich comesfrom the dog’ssmooth continuouscleanlines
and curves.

Substance, strength, and power are evident in good muscle and bone. Depth and width areapart of
substance, asin depth of body and spring of rib. Themaleis“moremassive’ than the bitch, but both are
massive. Massiveness must be balanced by elegance.



Substance and elegance are both important. The standard says* coarsenessor lack of substanceare
equaly undesirable.”

Males also have elegance as well as size and substance. Note the length in head, neck, and legs.

Square

The standard statesthat the Great Dane’sproportion of height to lengthissquare, with asomewhat longer
body permittedin bitches. It saysthat the height ismeasured “ at the shoulders.” But no wicket canbe
placed there, so we measure from thewithers above the highest point of the shouldersto the ground.
Lengthisfrom point of shoulder (thejoint between the shoulder and the upper arm) to theishium.

Because Danesaretall and their withersoften high, well above the back, an optical illusion can affect what a
judgesees. Theeyesaredrawn to the backline, thelongest horizontal line, asthetop of the square. Infact,
thetop of the square may actually be acouple or moreinchesabovetheback. Asaresult, adog that |ooks
squaremay infact beavertical rectangle, taller thanlong. A Great Danethat actually measures square will
look off-square, dightly longer thantall. Wedon't want adistinct rectanglein either direction.



Which of these Great Danesissquare?

Thefawn dogistheonly squareone. Thefawnbitch
and the brindle dog were both measured taller than long.

In my experience, aDane'sheight and angul ation can changeover hislife. Heisshort and very angulated as
apuppy. Withthegrowth spurt, he becomestaller and straighter in adolescence. With maturity, he settles
into hisangulation and becomes more angulated and asaresult alittle shorter.

Male versus Female

The standard says* the mal e shoul d appear more massive throughout than the bitch, with larger frameand
heavier bone.” Oneshouldn’t haveto look at the plumbing totell thegender. 1nbeing more massive, dogs
have more bone, deeper and wider bodies, deeper and wider heads, and aretaller. Notethat it doesn’'t
say hitchesareless, but that thedogsaremore. If abitchistall and substantial with matching eleganceand
adogisless, thefaultiswith thedog, not with thebitch.



Which of thesetwo Danes isthedog and which the bitch?

Thebrindleisthedog. Whichismoreincorrect? Whenwe had categorized lists of faults, the bitchy dog
wasaseriousfault, adoggy bitchaminor fault. Sothebitchismorecorrect.

The standard further statesthat “ the masculinity of the
maleisvery pronounced in structura appearance of the
head. Thebitch’'sheadismoredelicately formed.”

Which of thesetwo Danesismaeand whichisfemal e?

Thehead ontheleft isabitch; thedogisontheright. The
relative proportionsin both are about thesame. The
length of thedog's head isnot much longer that the bitch’'s
head. The pronounced masculinity isinsubstanceand
depth and width of thehead. Themalehead hasa
deeper skull, deeper muzzle, and more pronounced stop.
Themoredelicately formed bitch head isnoticeably less
deep and wide.

Head

Thestandard isprecisein describing the head proportion and balance, specifically and by inference. Itis
“rectangular, long,” itsplanesare” sraight and pardld,” and “angular fromal sdes.” Thelength of the
muzzle equalsthelength of the skull to therear of the occiput.

Thehead isdescribed asrectangular. Rectanglesare defined asbeing longer than wide (or tall) and have
thesame height at both ends. Therectangular Dane head should therefore have the same depth of skull as
depth of muzzle. 5



Thelength of the muzzleisthe same asthetop skull and the depth of the skull and muzzle arethe same.
Thereforee, when agood Great Dane head in profileisdivided vertically at the stop, neither the skull or
muzzle portion should appear bigger than the other. Some Dane muzzlesaretoo short and shallow when
compared to their skulls, making the head unbal anced.

Therectangular appearance should be seen from thefront also. Thisissupported by the skull having
“parald sides,” “thebridge of the nose should be asbroad aspossible,” and *high set” ears.

Thestandard describesthe stop as* strongly pronounced” “ seenfromtheside.” The pronounced stopis
theresult of the browsrather than adeep indentation between theeyes. Aspart of the masculinity of the
male, thedog’ sstop ismore pronounced, deeper appearing than the bitch’sstop. | think that the depth of
stop in abreed needsto be correct for the head to be correct. 1nmy opinion, the correct depth of aGreat
Dane'sstop in profileisabout twenty percent of the depth of the skull. Thetop of the muzzleisabout
twenty percent lower than thetop of the skull. For balance, the upper lip drops down about the same
amount - twenty percent - bel ow the skull jaw lineto maintain therectangular

shape.

Thisbitch’shead isrectangular - the depth of skull and depth of muzzlearethe
same. Itislong, and themuzzlelength equalsthe skull length. Remember that
the earsare on the head, so therear of the occiput ispast the earswhen
comparing length of muzzleto skull.

Theother heads arealso correctly proportioned and in balance.

Headsarerectangular fromthefront aswell.




Neck

Theneck islong. A balanced dog hasaneck about the samelength asthehead. To my eye, theaverage
width of the neck isabout the same asthe depth of the skull. Theneck should*flow smoothly into the
withers’ and back. The correct neck contributes significantly to the elegance of the Great Dane.

Thisdog hasmany good qualities. But the short neck takesaway the
eleganceand makeshimlook coarseand unbalanced.

Thishitchaso hasquality. With alonger neck smoothly transitioning
into her withersand back, she haselegance.

How isthe head balanced with the neck? Theneck isnicely long.
Thehead might belonger and bigger over al, and withalonger,
deeper muzzle. These changeswouldimprove her balance.

Thisdog’'shead and neck are better balanced with each other. The
length of eachisapproximately the same. The depth of the skull and
thewidth of the neck about half way between the occiput and withers
areabout equal.

Thisdog asoillustratesgood proportion of leg length to body depth
to the head and neck. These contributeto the balance of great size
with great substance and great el egance.

A qudity bitch with head and neck in balance.

Notethe smooth transition of neck to withersto back and the smooth
linesoverall. A drop of water placed on the occiput would flow
uninterrupted down her croup andtail.




Forequarters

Thestandard saysagreat deal about theforequarters. “ Theshoulder blade... forming, asnear aspossible,
arightangle... withtheupper arm.” Theanglethat the upper arm“returns’ should bethe sameasthe
angleof layback of shoulder.

The concept of aright anglefront assembly wasborn from thework of Rachel Paige Elliot and her book,
the origina Dog Seps. Yearslater, Dr. Quentin LaHam challenged that degree of angulation on dogswith
normally proportioned leg lengths, and he persuaded MissElliot that the angle was somewhat more open
than ninety degrees. The current FCI standard for Great Danes callsfor 100 degrees.

“A linefrom the upper tip of the shoulder to the back of the elbow joint should be perpendicular” (tothe
ground). “Theshoulder blade and the upper arm should bethe samelength.” Find thetop of the shoulder
blades. A plumb linedropped fromthat point vertically to the ground should hit the back of the elbow and
also high back pad near thefoot. When adogis posting, usually because of poor handling, hisfront assem-
bly looksunbal anced.

Theangulation of the shoulder blade and upper arm should placethefront legsunder thedog’scenter of
gravity, the heaviest part of thedog, for the best support. Thefront legsshould not come down under a
dog’sneck which happenswith poor angulation or forward set fronts. Whenthefront legsare under the
neck, thereisinsufficient support for the body, and thetoplinewill not be strong and level.

Notetheterm“forequarters.” Itbasicaly saysthat thefront part of thedog, fromthelineof thetip of the
shouldersto elbowsforward, isaquarter of thelength of thedog. Hindquarters- therear isanother
quarter. And between thetwo ishalf thelength of thedogin profile. Correct Great Dane balanceincludes
these proportions.

The standard says“ The elbow should be one-haf the distancefrom thewitherstotheground.” 1 amwith
themajority in therecent ball ot (though not atwo-thirds mgjority) who believesthat the elbow to ground
should bedlightly morethan half, maybe aninch or so, depending on the height of thedog. Elegancecomes
fromlength, including abit moreleglength. Prior to 1990, the GDCA standard didn’t call for the 50-50
proportion; the FCI standard doesn’t call for it today.

Thisgood dog hasawell laid back shoulder and good return of
upper arm. The upper arm appearsto bethe samelength asthe
shoulder blade. Theelbow isunderneath thetip of the shoulder
blade, and aline dropped from those points hit the high pad above
thefoot.

Theelbow isat midpoint of the height at thewithers. | believethat a
bit morelength of leg would give him more elegance and also have
him ook closer to square.




The shoulder islaid back and the upper arm returnsat about the
sameangle so that the elbow isunder the uppermost tip of the
shoulder. Thefront legsare under the body, not under the neck.

Front legsaredightly longer than depth of bodly.

Thefront assembly isplaced well onthe bodly.
Elbow under point of shoulder.

You cannot seetheright upper arm becauseit returnsunder the dog
behind theforechest

Theshoulderslay back, but the upper arm doesn’t return at the
sameangle.

Thelack of return putsthefront legs under the neck and so doesn’t
provide support for the heaviest part of the dog.

Note how thisaffectstheunderline; itis muchlonger fromelbow
to hindquarters on the bottom two Danes compared to the top two.

Another breed, interesting front. Theshoulder iswell laid back, but
the upper arm doesn’t return, putting thefront legs under the neck.

Baancewithinthefrontinvolvesthelength and placement of the
shoulder and the upper arm and thelength of foreleg. Thefront
assembly contributesto the balance of thewhole dog by its shape
and its placement on the body. A good front that isforward set on
thedog a so negatively affectsba ance.



Body

Thebody between theforequartersand hindquartersisabout half thelength of thedog . Thestandard calls
for a“short level back,” a“broad loin,” a“broad, deep” chest.” “The brisket extendsto the elbow, with
well sprungribs.” The*body underline...(has)... awell-defined tuck-up.”

Thebroad loin, broad deep chest, brisket to elbow, and well-sprung ribs contribute to substance and
strength. Thewell-definetuck-upispart of elegance.

Theshort level back, broad deep chest, brisket to elbow support
thea most-sguare appearing balance.

WhilethisDaneiswell tucked-up, she hasaskirt (apiece of skin)
bel ow theloin areawhich hidessomeof thetuck. Theskirtisa
scent hound characteristic, appropriate sincethe Great Dane
functioned asalargegamehunter. If the skirt istoo deep, making
theunderlinelook straight, the dog can ook coarse- too much
substance, too little el egance with the tuck-up hidden.

Themiddlepart of the body, between theforequartersand hind
quartersishdf thelength of thedog.

Seethedifferencein thelength of theoverall dog comparedtothe
length of theunderlinefrom elbow to hindquarter.

How isher balance? Her head and neck are balanced. Her
shoulder islaid back, though the upper arm could return more.
How much doesher length of body detract from her balance?
Thelengthisintherib cage, not theloin. Thelengthshowsupin
theunderlineaswell astheoverall length of bodly.
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The Impact of Underline on Balance

Coarse
Substance with no elegance

Straight underline

Refined
Elegancewith no substance
Extremely tucked-up underline

Great Dane
Combination of substanceand el egance

Wl tucked-up
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Hindquarters

Hind " quarters’ - aquarter of thedog isfrom the beginning of the croup to the end of theishium.
Thewidth of thefront and rear end of the dog are about equal in abalanced Dane.

Thecroup is“broad” - from sideand rear view and “ very dightly doping.” Thebroad (long and
wide) croup alowsfor abroad and muscular upper thigh.

Theupper thigh and lower (second) thigh arethe samelength.

Therear should bewell-angulated, matching thefront. Thehocksarerdatively short (“well let
down”).

Brindlebitch (left):

Thelength of croup affectsthewidth of upper thigh.
Wider, more muscular isbetter.

Theupper thighisthe samelength asthe second thigh.
The second thigh hasgood width.

Brindledog (right):
Wl angulated front and rear
Thehocksarerdatively short.

Fawndog (left)

A widecroup alowsfor strong thigh musculaturefromtherear aswell.

12



Balance Moving
Theoverall shape and balance of the dog should remain the samewhen thedog ismoving.

Thestandard callsfor thefoll owing when describing Great Dane movement at atrot:

* “Long, easy strides’

* “Headiscarried forward”

* “Backline...level and parallél to theground”

* “Longreach...” thefront foot “ strikesthe ground bel ow the nose’
* The*“rear drive... balanced to thereach.”

Theneck extended on about a45 degree angle.
Thefront foot hitsthe ground below the nose.
Thefront extensionand rear drive approximately
equal.

Both feet stay equally low to theground.
Theback foot landing inthe placejust vacated by
thefront foot.

Theback islevel, not doping up or down.

Upper arm and hock extended.

Backlinelevel - dog movesasaunit.

Good foot timing underneeth

Front and rear extended.

Whilethismovement isbetter than most, notethat
thefront legisextended higher thantherear leg,
higher than thefront |eg on the upper picture. The
front extentionin thefirst photo includesthe upper
armto agreater degree and ismoreefficient move-
ment.

Back level, head and neck extended.
Reach and extention equivalent.

Foot timing underneath correct.
Upper arm and hock extended
Movingasaunit.

13



Noticethe symmetry of front to rear,
the extension and flexion of theelbow,
dtifle, and pasternjoints.

Thebacklinestayslevel. Sheisa“one

piece” package.

Thefront extention doesn’t match
therear drive. Thetoplineis
“running downhill.”

Thefront foot doesn’t land
under thenose.

14



Other Sandards

Other standards describe proportionsthat may be useful and applicableto Great Danes.

The Samoyed standard saysthat thelength of hock is* approximately 30 percent of hip height.”

The Danestandard callsfor “well let down” - short - hocks. Thirty percent of the hip height resultsinthat
proportion.

The Giant Schnauzer standard describesthebreed as* nearly square.” It further says” Thetotal length of
the head isabout one-half thelength of the back (withersto set-on of tail).

Doesthat proportion apply to aGreat Daneaswel|? It may depend on if one measuresfrom the beginning
or end of thewithers. If thebitch’'sheadis12” long, twicewould be 24” - would that be reasonablefrom
base of withersto set-on of tail?
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TheRottweiler standard callsfor the elbow to be at the half way point inthe height of thedog.

For the Rottweiler and fawn Great Dane dog, the distance
from elbow to ground ishalf the height of thedog to the
withers.

Thelength of thebrindle bitch’sleg from elbow to groundis
about oneinch morethan half of her height.

Longlegsarepart of what makesaGreat Dane an elegant
breed.

Our standard saystheheadis“long,” but
it doesn’t say how long. The Bloodhound
standard does say how long their heads
are: 12" for dogs, 11" for bitches. Great
Danesarebigger than Bloodhound; itis
reasonabl e to expect the Great Dane head
tobelonger.

16



Look At The Whole Dog

L ook at the outline of adog to see proportion and balance. Seethe dog movingtoinsurethat you are
seeing theactual dog rather than the presentation and to seemoving balance. Practiceeval uating your own
dogsand other dogsinthering.

Somethingsto look at that are part of balance:

*

b R R T T I

Theoverall size, substance, and elegance

Theheight and length of thedog

Thelength of head, length of neck, length of legs

Head proportions: rectangular shape, length and depth of muzzleand skull
Toplineand underline

L ength of wholedog compared to length of underline

Substance and bone

Front angulation and proportionswithin thefront

Rear angul ation and proportionswithin therear

Thefront angulation and width compared to therear angulation and width
The proportion of the body to thefore and rear quarters

Theoverdl outline

Arethepartscorrect? Dothey fit together? Do they flow smoothly and transition cleanly from onepart to
thenext?

L ook at thefollowing dogs? What isin bal-
ance? What would you change?

Substancevseegance

Shape of head, muzzle compared to skull

Neck length and width and transition to withers
and back acceptable.

Front assembly: length of shoulder comparedto
upper arm, angulation

Hindquarters. croup, width, length and width of
upper and lower thigh
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Evaluate each Great Danefor balance:

- Size, substance, elegance

- Shape and length of head, balance of muzzleto skull
- Length of neck, neck set

- Forequarters- angulation, width, placement

- Hindquarters- angulation, width, strength

- Baanceof body length to height and length of leg

- Depth of body; underline

- Overal smooth and correct outline

- Unity

Puppy dog
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1] Evaluate these Great Danesfor balance, proportion, and

shape. Usecriteriafrom the previous page.
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It isnot enough that a Great Dane have good parts. The good parts must bein proper proportion to each
other. Thewholedog must have balance appropriateto the breed. Thebalancemust beevident inthedog
standing on hisown and moving. Only with balance can aGreat Dane have excellent breed type.

Thereisno perfect Dane, so youwon't find aDanewith perfect balance. Thereareacoupleof waysto
decidewhich balancefaultsaremore serious.

Many standards say to penalizefaultsto the degree of thedeviation. That can apply to balanceaswell.
Small deviationsin balanceareless seriousthat larger ones.

Another consideration would beto more highly va uethose bal ancesthat uniquely definethe breed. From
thefirst sentenceinthestandard, “ The Great Dane combines... strength and elegancewith great size...”
Thebaance of these getspriority. Headsin each breed are unique, so the Great Dane head, too, must be
considered important, not just by itself, but balanced withinitself and to therest of thedog. | would add the
importance of neck to balance, for | think that along neck isimportant for elegance.

Whenyou look at Great Danes, includethe balance of the overall doginyour evaluation. 1f wedon’t select
forit, wewon't haveit.
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