AKC Therapy Dogs

Poggi (CH Allegro Apoggiatura, ThD, CGC, TDI) anth@ (CH Allegro
Sonatine, RE, ThD, CGC, TDI), his mom, recentlyereed their AKC
Therapy Dog titles. They are registered with Thglapgs International.
Being with therapy dogs has been an amazing experidVe visit nursing
homes and participate in the Tail Waggin’ TutoregPam at the library. It is
a good situation all around. As the handler it brasight me great joy to
make people happy by visiting. Not only the paseamit the staff and
visitors are all so happy to see the dogs whendheéye to visit. At first
people were taken back by their size. Some of tingas and aids would
back against the wall or go in a room and hidewhén they saw how gentle
the dogs were with the patients they started comimg to pat them as well.
People love having their picture taken with thesddgvill take pictures and
deliver them back at the next visit. Poggi and Bipéactures are posted in
many of the patients’ rooms and also in the direztffice. They are the
most photographed visitors! Tina loves to go it activities room and
wow the crowd. Poggi is the quiet sort of guy wikes the individual visits.

He amazes me at how he sizes up the situationeoides if it is B ﬁ'
better to lie quietly at someone’s side or to miovelose for iﬁ.ﬁ'ﬂm

endless hugs. The dogs definitely know when thene maade o
someone happy. Even a short visit can make somedag. The ". e,
dogs do have their favorite people and go find tleesmn when .

they're out of their rooms.

One of the people we visited was a very special teined
Florence. She was in a nursing home that was addig to get
to but we were more than happy to make the trigrdfice was
102 years old, a very young 102, and had owneda @Great
Dane,
Butchie
Boy, when
she was younger. She loved all the therapy dogvisited her
nursing home but said she would really love to Augreat Dane
again. She had never seen a brindle before anfusteamazed at
their beautiful stripes. Florence did not look ot laer age and had
a remarkable memory. She also (as she told ui)ifat all her
teeth!” Her impression of Great Danes never charigexighout
her life and it was nice to know that near the ehier life we
were able to bring just a little bit of peace amagpiness to
someone like Florence. We were even told by theingihome
staff that Florence took down the pictures of lnify and
replaced them with the pictures of the Great Davies visited so
that was what she saw when she went to sleeplatt nig

In the Tail Waggin' Tudors program the dogs lietia colorful rug in the children’s room and theldtén come and sit
with them and read their books. They stroke thesamgthey read and even show them the picturesdddeare great
listeners and don’t make corrections so it is wetsixed. A couple of the children even come in®library the week
before to select a book so they can practice befeag the dogs.

We have always known as Dane owners of their incledentleness and now through these prograntedittraries and
the nursing homes, | can say that from childrefyéartheir lives to older adults, now many morederstand our
attraction to this giant breed with such big hewiiténg to teach the young and the old.



